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THE NAVAL ASSISTANT-SURGEONS AND THE
ADMIRALTY.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,&mdash;Will you kindly permit me to ask you, who have

always stood forth as the champion of the unfortunate class of
men to whom they refer, to submit to you the following ques-
tions:-
Are the Lords of the Admiralty justified, either by law or

precedent, in appointing naval assistant-surgeons to the Imaum
receiving-ship at Jamaica,&mdash;nominally so appointing them, I
should have said,-and then immediately on setting foot on
the deck of that vessel, in ordering them into the interior of
the island to do duty in the civil cholera hospitals, and attend
the black population, amongst whom the cholera is now raging
to an extent never before equalled at any period or in any
civilized country?

Granted that the Lords of the Admiralty do possess this
questionable authority, ought they not to have taken care to
have selected medical officers of strong and vigorous constitu-
tions, instead of selecting them, as they have done, without
regard to this physical qualincation ?
Was it acting with becoming liberality to send these officers

out on this arduous and perilous service, with the bare, paltry
remuneration of &pound;130 a year, the average amount of their
present full pay only?
Was it just towards the six naval assistant-surgeons just

sent out to Jamaica (three of whom possess academical de-
grees, and who have been from four to eight or ten years in
the service) to place them under the surveillance of three
inspectors, taken from the ranks of civil practice, and whom
by a strange anomaly the Lords of the Admiralty have dubbed
with the title of naval inspecting physicians!

Finally, would it not have been more decorous, more wise,
more liberal in the Admiralty to have chosen these inspectors
from among their own full surgeons, or from their own regular
inspectors, most of whom are now performing, at high salaries,
almost nominal duties in our various naval hospitals.

MR. BODDY AND A "MEDICAL HALL."
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

Medical & Surgical Practitioners’ Society,
Lincoln’s-inn-fields, Jan. 14, 1851.

SIR,&mdash;In reply to the inquiry of a Qualified Surgeon, in your
last number, I am instructed by the Council of the Medical
and Surgical Practitioners’ Society to state, that some time
in the month of September last an authenticated communica-
tion having been m:ade to the Provisional Council, relative to
Mr. Boddy’s connexion with the "Medical Hall," after a cor-
respondence with Mr. Boddy on the subject, it was resolved, at
a meeting of the Provisional Council, held on the 24th day
of September, 1850, a copy of which is affixed, that Mr.
Boddy’s name should be struck off the list of the Provisional
Council.

I am. Sir. vour obedient servant.
C. O. EVANS, Secretary.

** As the facts are already known to our readers, it is un-
necessary to quote the resolution: -ED. L.

THE " ANALYTICAL SANITARY COMMISSION."

COFFEE AND ITS ADULTERATIONS.

NOTICES OF THE PRESS.

FROM amongst a variety of notices which have already ap-
peared in the public journals, we extract the following;-

The Times, January 16, (City Article.)
" THE LANCET of Saturday contained a useful paper on the
adulteration of coffee. A microscopic examination of thirty-
four different qualities sold in London showed that with three
exceptions the whole were adulterated. Chicory was present
in thirty-one instances, with the frequent addition of roasted
corn, beans, or potatoes, and in some cases the quantity of
coffee was not more than a fifth of the whole article......
THE LANCET repeats the old demand, that if the employment
of chicory be deemed desirable, it should be sold openly and
separately, like other articles, at its own price, and that those
who surreptitiously vend it when coffee alone is asked for
should be liable to penalties."

Morning Advertiser, Jan. 13th, (Leading Article.)
"From this single article,tike LANCET computes that &pound;1,000,000*
is annually lost to the revenue, and suffered to go into the
pockets of fraudulent dealers. Of course we now allude to
the shameless robberies which are perpetrated by dealers,
who, professing to sell coffee, charge the price of coffee
for carbonized beans, peas, corn, and other vegetable produc.
tions of small cost. After the very able analysis of the stuffs
sold as coffee, which we gave from Tnr LANCET, we have
nothing to say on the nature of the adulterations. It is
quite notorious that more people consume what is called
coffee than formerly, when coffee was less adulterated. More
people use what is called coffee, now, in proportion to the
population, and yet less real coffee is consumed than formerly,
in proportion to the population and the increased retail trade
in ’coffee.’ Every year the retail trade augments, and the
sale of real coffee diminishes. The revenue from this source
has also declined from &pound;709,632, in 1849, to &pound;642,519, in 1850,
or above &pound;67,000 in the year.
" Of course the trade in chicory, and other adulterations,

increases. This article was formerly but little known in com.
merce, but it now amounts to 12,500 tons per annum. The
quantity calculated to have been sold as coffee in 1848 is
12,368,764lbs., and of course it represents the quantity of
coffee which the people intended to buy, but were cheated of
it by the dealers. At the same time the reverue, on a duty
of 4d. per lb., was defrauded by the same dishonesty to the
extent of .E201.133."

Coramercial Daily List, January 10th.
" Under this title a most interesting article has been pub-

lished in THE LANCET. We cannot, of course, answer for the
correctness either of the facts or the theory contained in it.
At the same time, it has commanded so much attention from
all parties concerned in the trade, and appears to us to have
been so cleverly, as well as industriously, based upon actual
inquiries, that it is our duty to give the pith and the marrow
of it."

(Most part of our article of Jan. 4th is then reprinted.)
.31a?zc7tester Guardian, Janua2-? ,I 11th.

"The editor of THE LANCET is entitled to the thanks of the
profession and of the public for his noble and patriotic scheme
of bringing before his readers, in succession, a consideration
of the adulteration of different articles of diet, under the head
of The Analytical Sanitary Commission.’
"These diabolical practices may most likely be detected by

accurate chemical analysis, the use of the microscope, and
those evidences which are afforded by structural botany and
anatomy.’ It is the duty of the legislature immediately to
adopt effective measures to secure the public against these
frauds; and surely, if it still continues unmindful of the in-
jury inflicted on the health of her Majesty’s subjects by this
nefarious practice, it will be induced to consider the matter
as a question of revenue.
"The poor who are likely to suffer by these frauds are ad-

vised not to purchase their coffee ground, but by all means to
have a coffee-mill as an indispensable piece of furniture in
their houses."

MEETINGS OF THE MEDICAL SOCIETIES IN
LONDON DURING THE ENSUING WEEK.

*It was stated in THE LANCET that the gross amount of duty upon coffee
might probably be raised to &pound;1,000,000 annually, were it not for the adul-
terations practised-that is, to about &pound;300,000 more than it was in 1849.&mdash;
ED. L.


